Age trends in lung cancer.
To investigate the relationship between the stages of cancer development and the age trends in histologic type found at the time of disease diagnosis, we studied 1,669 patients with histologically proven lung cancer. These patients were examined at the National Taiwan University Hospital using Mantel-Haenszel Chi-square testing to determine a linear trend. These patients were divided into three age groups: group 1 (< 45 years), 141 patients (8%); group 2 (45-64 years), 946 patients (57%); group 3 (65 years or more), 582 patients (35%). The ratio of men to women was 1.4 in group 1, 2.5 in group 2 and 2.3 in group 3. In men, there was a significant trend for the proportion of squamous cell carcinoma to increase from 26% to 42% and that of adenocarcinoma to decrease from 52% to 34% as age increased. In women, an age trend for histologic type was not observed. There was also a significant trend for local-stage squamous cell carcinoma in men to increase from 18% in group 1 to 35% in group 2 and to 42% in group 3. In men, but not in women, local-stage large cell carcinoma increased from 20% in group 1 to 31% in group 2 and to 64% in group 3. However, the age-stage trend for other cell types was not significant in men.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)